
                                                                                                                                                            

 
                                                                                 

Social Security Wage Base Increases to $184,500 for 2026  
  
The Social Security wage base for 2026 is $184,500, meaning earnings up to this amount are subject to 

the 6.2% Social Security payroll tax (split between employee and employer), with any income above this 

limit not taxed for Social Security. This is an increase from the 2025 limit of $176,100, reflecting 

adjustments for average wage growth, with no wage cap for Medicare taxes.  

Details for 2026 

• Social Security Wage Base: $184,500 

• Social Security Tax Rate: 6.2% for employees and 6.2% for employers (total 12.4%). 

• Maximum Taxable Earnings: For earnings of $184,500 or more, the tax stops. 

• Medicare Tax: There is no wage base limit for Medicare; all earnings are subject to the 1.45% 

tax.  

Example 

An employee earning $200,000 in 2026 would pay Social Security tax on the first $184,500 but not on 
the remaining $15,500.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Social+Security+Wage+Base&sca_esv=9b5c493ee8186f6d&sxsrf=ANbL-n4QHPoig4Mw-L1cGxSapjzbk9uhpg%3A1768255100144&source=hp&ei=fG5lafLPBZKt1QGNyaq5Bg&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaWV8jN6ClphdIUBGFpkyuhfZBA22_nyn&oq=Social+Security+Wage+&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhVTb2NpYWwgU2VjdXJpdHkgV2FnZSAqAggGMgsQABiABBiKBRiRAjILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEyCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECMgUQABiABDILEAAYgAQYigUYkQIyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDILEAAYgAQYigUYkQIyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABEjEZ1AAWKJHcAB4AJABAJgB0AGgAZcRqgEGMTMuNy4xuAEByAEA-AEBmAIVoALIEcICCxAuGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYjQYYsQMYgwEYxwEY0QPCAgsQLhiABBjHARjRA8ICDhAAGIAEGIoFGLEDGIMBwgILEC4YxwEY0QMYgATCAhEQLhiABBixAxiDARjHARjRA8ICChAAGIAEGIoFGEPCAhMQLhhDGMcBGLEDGNEDGIAEGIoFwgIOEC4YxwEYsQMY0QMYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDhAuGIAEGMcBGK8BGI4FwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYxwEY0QPCAg4QLhivARjHARiABBiOBcICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBmAMAkgcGMTMuNy4xoAfZrwGyBwYxMy43LjG4B8gRwgcGMC4yMC4xyAcegAgB&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwj2_IbQ_4aSAxVgM1kFHZQ6Mq0QgK4QegYIAAgAEAk
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