
 

                                                                                          
Tips to help make tax season go smoothly. 

  

• Gather records: Good recordkeeping makes preparing a tax return easier. Organized tax 

records can help taxpayers f ind overlooked deductions and credits.   

• Start with IRS.gov: IRS.gov is available 24/7, and it's the fastest way to get help. Millions of  
people use IRS.gov to f ile and pay taxes and get information about their accounts or answers to 

tax questions. The IRS Services Guide outlines the many ways taxpayers can get help f rom the 

IRS.   

• Use online tools: IRS.gov has many useful online tools. One of  them - the Interactive Tax 

Assistant – provides answers to many tax questions specif ic to an individual's circumstances. It 

gives the same answers that an IRS representative would give over the phone.     

• Choose a reputable preparer: Tax preparers have dif ferent levels of  skills, education and 
expertise. The IRS Directory of  Federal Tax Return Preparers can help taxpayers f ind tax 

preparers in their area who hold professional credentials recognized by the IRS or who participate 

in the IRS f iling season program.  

• File electronically: The IRS encourages people to f ile their tax returns electronically and choose 

direct deposit for refunds. Filing electronically reduces tax return errors as the tax sof tware does 

the calculations, f lags common errors and prompts taxpayers for missing information.   

• Choose direct deposit: Choosing direct deposit is a fast, reliable and secure way to receive a 

refund. Taxpayers can have their refund deposited into one, two or even three accounts. 
According to Treasury’s Bureau of  the Fiscal Service, paper refund checks are 16 times more 

likely to have an issue, like the check being lost, misdirected, stolen or uncashed.     

• Report all income: Take time to know what is taxable and nontaxable income. Taxpayers must 
report their income f rom all sources, including the gig economy, Forms 1099 and Forms W-

2, Wage and Tax Statements.   

• Report unemployment benefits: Taxpayers who received unemployment benef its must report 

the amount received as taxable income on their tax return.   

• Accurate returns: Taxpayers should take extra time to review their tax return so they can f ile a 
complete and accurate return and avoid refund delays. Check all names and Social Security 

numbers as well as, account and routing numbers needed to get a direct deposit.  

• Review Publication 17, Your Federal Income Tax: This guide covers the general rules for f iling a 
federal income tax return. Available in English and Spanish on IRS.gov, and translations in 
Russian, Vietnamese, Korean and Chinese – simplif ied and traditional – will be available soon. 

The new format makes it easier to navigate and faster to download. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.irs.gov%252Ffiling%252Findividuals%252Fhow-to-file%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2FoPgt56bYqXs-i6ypzWzkkCAkZxxqFWJssi_RDMDt1H0%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595386619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ucWzwvLTrW4KJ10SxeLL6EhMdUm8OZcoaK%2BIXiwksNs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.irs.gov%252Ftaxtopics%252Ftc305%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2FaUkXdWw_Y0XEadsdyfUo-nTU1s-WIoMWt9-JD21UXjI%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595401359%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cwp9KcpptscmrUcB%2BBS8UoLNgNlJyLYBikqgIpAcasY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.irs.gov%252Fpub%252Firs-pdf%252Fp5136.pdf%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2FQfTwtIRKOcn-sh6Mf8NguWooR5qAFlM63tUx2mL6k58%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595423749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BW5IkVjVw9Kd37cMKnTGyxGwt1aUQM4zauByyFLjw2o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.irs.gov%252Fhelp%252Ftools%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2Fy7iUJHBqu5QERwvz28TxjMLmClDvj4d0S2YF4YP9nm0%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595439791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fGHjEphT7dY5sEhW86Z2MHdHYCKPg2279xygED3MkY0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Firs.treasury.gov%252Frpo%252Frpo.jsf%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2FAT1bf__OAGHuEsPhgJXmrEYQYENJMlh6S-uYwAXL2Lc%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595456899%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dH1UlOhs7m2m%2BGjb0RG%2BBtxwLZ0vr%2FFU1pA7fYO%2BFgU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.irs.gov%252Frefunds%252Fget-your-refund-faster-tell-irs-to-direct-deposit-your-refund-to-one-two-or-three-accounts%2F1%2F010001956c62e1cf-4d6e8ee0-4c5b-45fa-b12c-ee0ed98778c0-000000%2FsDCZqu9ahVJD7VUZf_YJWinAVpcr4XaXzvL_4HPFScE%3D395&data=05%7C02%7Csmcghee5%40jh.edu%7Cd5a70b19067f4501f22208dd5ccfd07c%7C9fa4f438b1e6473b803f86f8aedf0dec%7C0%7C0%7C638768770595472655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNlaWFL0C2gqMULHhwmJSWRbfJljd2yrNtfrMMOW7Ug%3D&reserved=0
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